
Keres Children’s Learning Center Presents a Native 
Language Symposium On 

A Cross-Generational Model of Education 
 

Symposium Goal: 
To build awareness and capacity around Indigenous language revitalization through education 
using an immersion, dual-language, and Montessori model rooted in community knowledge 
and values. 
 

 
Our Mission 

Keres Children's Learning Center (KCLC) strives to reclaim 
our children's education and honor our heritage by using a 
comprehensive cultural and academic curriculum to assist 
families in nurturing Keres-speaking, holistically healthy, 

community minded, and academically strong students. 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



Keres Children’s Learning Center 
Presents a Native Language Symposium on 

 
A Cross-Generational Model of Indigenous Education 

Reclaiming the Education of Our Children 
 
Symposium Objectives: 

1. Participants will be able to explain KCLC’s need for establishing its model of education  
2. Participants will be able to identify at least 3 different models of education and explain how 

they differ from one another 
3. Participants will be able to identify at least 2 strategies for incorporating community elders 

in educational programming 
4. Participants will be able to describe the connection between language revitalization and 

education 
 

 
Day 1, Wednesday, November 15 

7:00-8:00  Breakfast 
8:00-8:15 Ice Breaker 
8:15-8:30 Introductions and Welcome 
8:30-8:45 KCLC background 
8:45-9:00 Presentation by KCLC Elementary Students 
9:00-10:00 Keynote Speaker: Mr. Dave Archambault 
10:00-10:30 Table Discussions & Share Out 
10:30-10:45 Break  
10:45-11:45 KCLC Parent Panel 
11:45-1:00 Lunch Provided 
1:00-1:15 Ice Breaker 
1:20-2:20 Keynote Speaker: Mrs. Lana Garcia 
2:20-2:50 Table Discussions & Share Out 
2:50-3:05 Break 
3:25-4:25 KCLC Elder Panel 
4:25-5:00 Close Out and Evaluation 

 
************************************1.5-hour break 5-6:30*********************************** 

 
6:30-8:30 Networking Dinner & Entertainment  

 
  



Day 2, Thursday, November 16 
 

7:00-8:00 Breakfast 
8:00-8:15 Ice Breaker 
8:15-8:45 Welcome Back and Reflections 
8:45-9:45 Keynote Speakers: Ms. Patricia Pantano & Mr. Greg Nussbaum 
9:45-10:15 Table Discussions & Share Out 
10:15-10:30 Break 
10:30-11:30 Keynote Speakers: Dr. Virginia Collier & Dr. Wayne Thomas   
11:30-12:00 Small Group Discussion 
12:00-1:00 Lunch Provided 
1:00-1:45 School Panel  
1:45-2:45 Panelist Breakouts 
2:45-3:00 Break 
3:00-4:00 The Tyranny of Outcomes: Tracey Cordero, Mara Matteson, Trisha 

Moquino 
4:00-4:30 Table Discussion & Share Out 
4:30-5:00 Closing and Evaluation 

 
With this symposium KCLC hopes to: 
 Connect participants with others who are working toward the same goal 
 Further the movement toward educational sovereignty 
 Provide resources for Tribes to exercise self-determination with regard to education 
 Define achievement within Indigenous Education  

  



Keynote Speakers 
 

Dave Archambault began an education career at Little Wound School on the Pine Ridge reservation 
(1976).  After a few years teaching and coaching, he was witness to a sad picture of educational struggles 
by Indian students.  He would go to Penn State to get a master’s, where he searched for answers to a 
national Indian schooling dilemma (1983/84).  Dave has continued to research and has found several school 
models that develop each child’s talents and skills and regularly presents their merits.  Mr. Archambault is 
Hunkpapa Lakota from the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.  His Lakota name is Itapizo Wakiyan, which means 
Thunder Bow. He is married to Elizabeth Star Yellow Wood Nelson and has seven children. 

 
Lana Garcia joined the Pueblo of Jemez Walatowa Head Start Program in October 2007.  Since joining 
the Head Start Family, Lana served as the Chairperson of the Southwest Consortium of Indian Head 
Start Programs Board of Directors from 2009-2014, providing professional development opportunities 
and trainings for tribal head start, early head start, and child care programs throughout the nation.  
She also recently joined the American Indian/Alaskan Native Advisory Council on Native Language 
as a representative of the Head Start community.  She currently manages the Walatowa Head Start 
Language Immersion Program, which is now in its fourth year of implementation. 

 
Patricia Pantano has been a Montessori guide since 1975. She began her work with pre-school 
children, then moved to work for 12 years with elementary ages in both public and private 
schools. She began working with adolescents in 1992 in Dallas, Texas, and co-founded the 
Camino de Paz Montessori Secondary School in 2000 in Santa Cruz, NM. As a lecturer and 
advisor for the AMI Adolescent Orientation, she has worked in Cleveland, Ohio, Satila, 
Sweden, and Chihuahua, Mexico. She is working with the Keres Children's Learning Center to 
establish a Montessori training center in New Mexico. 
 

 
Greg Nussbaum is a farmer and economist specializing in the wellbeing of social and 
environmental systems.  He is co-founder, with his wife Patricia, of the Camino de Paz 
Montessori Secondary School, a Montessori school on a 10-acre farm where he stewards 
adolescents in living locally as entrepreneurs providing meat, dairy, and produce to the locally 
owned groceries and restaurants of New Mexico.  He holds an MBA in Forestry from UT Dallas, 
an MA in Economics from Catholic University, an AMI Certificate of Adolescent Studies. His 
greatest learning has been from the land working with adolescents, horses, other animals, and 
planting crops and trees. 

 
Dr. Virginia Collier is Professor Emerita of Bilingual/Multicultural/ESL Education 
at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia, located in the metropolitan area of 
Washington, D.C. She is best known for her work with senior researcher, Dr. 
Wayne Thomas, on school effectiveness for linguistically and culturally diverse 
students, working with many school districts in all regions of the U.S. over the past 
32 years. Spotlighted by the national and international media, their award-winning 
national research studies have had a substantial impact on school policies 
throughout the world.  Since 1988, Drs. Thomas and Collier have been regularly 
interviewed by the popular media, with 203 published newspaper articles and 

interviews on television and radio in the U.S. and abroad, reporting on their continuing research findings. A 
popular speaker, Dr. Collier has given 238 keynote speeches and 459 invited and refereed presentations to 
international, national, state, and local conferences over the past 37 years. She and Dr. Thomas have 
conducted educational leadership training for superintendents, principals, and education policy makers in 32 
U.S. states and 15 countries. 



Panelists 
 

Growing up the child of immigrants in low income and underrepresented communities, Daisy 
Han has experienced the harmful effects of segregation and ignorance firsthand; she has also 
experienced the power of education in nurturing resistance and dismantling systems of 
oppression.  For over 10 years teaching in public and private Montessori classrooms and serving 
as a socio-emotional learning facilitator, Daisy believes in the power of uniting people from 
diverse backgrounds (as young as possible) and providing experiential opportunities for 
meaningful community building. Daisy is a partner at The Wildflower Foundation and is a co-
founder and Director of Curriculum at DEEP (Disruptive Equity Education Project). She has her 

AMS training in lower and upper elementary and secondary I and secondary II Montessori education.  
Daisy emphasizes teaching as a form of social activism and is a board member of Montessori for Social Justice. 
 

Iana Phillips, Lower Elementary teacher, The Latin American Montessori Bilingual (LAMB) 
Public Charter School, Washington, D.C. An American Montessori Society (AMS) credentialed 
Elementary I and II teacher of seven years, I have worked in multiple Montessori environments 
and models: public, private, and public charter. Over the course of my Montessori career I have 
served students in the classroom and worked with future Montessorians as an instructor at the 
Institute for Advanced Montessori Studies in Silver Spring, MD. I received a degree in History 
from Mary Baldwin College and New Mexico State University. I also hold a Master’s degree in 
Teaching from Trinity Washington University. I am a humble Montessori parent, supportive 

consultant, and enthusiastic learner. 

Janice LaFloe is the Primary Guide and Founder of the Montessori American Indian Childcare 
Center (MAICC), established in 2014. She was born and raised a member of the Turtle Mountain 
Chippewa Tribe in Belcourt, North Dakota. Prior to her Montessori work, she served the 
American Indian community of Saint Paul for over a decade through her work at the American 
Indian Family Center and at St Paul Indian Education Program.  Janice earned her Bachelor’s 
degree in Political Science at Macalester College in Saint Paul. She then went on to earn her 
Master’s degree in Public Policy from the Humphrey School of Public Affairs at the University of 
Minnesota. She is a Bush Foundation Leadership Fellow.  Janice became a certified Montessori 

teacher in 2013 and opened the Montessori American Indian Childcare Center in November 2014. 
 

Telletha Valenski is Kinyaa’áanii, born for Hashtł’ishnii. Her maternal grandfather is 
Tódich’ii’nii and paternal grandfather is Ta’neeszahnii. She is originally from the 
Crownpoint, NM, area and currently resides in the Four Corners area. Telletha has worked as 
a school health education specialist on the Navajo Nation. She received her Bachelor’s degree 
in Behavioral Sciences at Northern Arizona University. Currently, she is part of the governing 
council of Dream Diné Charter School in Shiprock, New Mexico.  

 
David Webb is a member of the Osage Nation and has been employed with his tribe for the past four 
years. Upon completing his Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education from Oklahoma State University 
in 2012, David began teaching the Osage language as a World Language credit in the Woodland and 
Pawhuska high schools. In November of 2016, David was offered the position of Headmaster of the 
Osage Nation’s Immersion School where he has been tasked with overseeing an ANA language 
preservation grant that funds community outreach language activities and curriculum development, 
along with the administrative responsibilities of overseeing the Immersion School 

  



KCLC Elementary Students 
 

The Elementary I classroom (ages 6–9) is made up of five children, one 
Keres-Immersion Montessori Teacher, one English-Immersion 
Montessori teacher, and two part-time language and culture teaching 
assistants, which together creates a dual-language education experience. 
Our Elementary children prove to us every day that we can have our 
Keres language and culture in the classroom while also developing 
advanced academic skills. 

 
 

Aiden Suina, Kawaika Blue-Sky, Zachary Cordero, Kaydi Pecos, Mililani Suina 
                                                                                                                                                                                Left to Right 

 
KCLC Faculty and Staff 

 
Trisha Moquino, Co-Founder 
Educational Director/Keres-speaking 
Primary and Elementary Montessori 
Guide 
 

 
Ahweyah Herrera, Language and 
Culture Assistant  

 
 
Mara Matteson, Administrator 

Joseph Ulee Quintana, 
Primary Language and 
Culture Assistant 

 
 
Marie Cordero, Executive Assistant 
 
 

 
Anita Suina, Language and 
Culture Assistant to Parents 
 

 
 
Joelle Cordero, Keres-speaking 
Primary Montessori Guide 
 
 

 
 
Genevieve Garcia, Cook 

 
Maria Elena Arquero, Elementary 
Language and Culture Assistant 
 
 

 
 Jacob “Aka” Chavez, Iiwas 
Playhouse Aftercare 
Coordinator 
 
 

JoAnn Melchor, Director of                  
Advancement 

Ellen Gore, English-speaking 
Elementary Montessori Guide 

 



 
Our Continued Appreciation and Gratitude for Our Partners 

 

 
DLeNM is a Proud Partner of the Keres Children’s Learning Center 

 
Dual Language Education of New Mexico recognizes KCLC as a model program for the 

revitalization and preservation of the Keres Language and the Pueblo way of life.  DLeNM 
thanks the KCLC team for their years of hard work in strengthening and celebrating all things 

Pueblo!  DLeNM is proud to be your partner in bringing dual language education to our 
community’s past, present and future generations. 

 

 
The Better Way Foundation 

 
Better Way Foundation believes a child’s greatest opportunity for success lies in strong 

beginnings.  Our partners are finding a better way to build a future where child well-being 
contributes to strong families and communities.  Better Way is proud to partner with Keres 
Children’s Learning Center and its efforts to maintain, strengthen, and revitalize the Keres 
language, as well as provide a holistic and culturally relevant early childhood development 

experience for the children and families of Cochiti Pueblo. 
 

Special Thanks To: 
 

Lyla June Johnston 
 

KCLC Board of Directors 
 

KCLC Advisory Board 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Keres Children’s Learning Center 

  (505) 465-2185 
info@kclcmontessori.org 

kclcmontessori.org 
 
 
 



 


